









































THE LIBERTY COLLECTION groups into one edi¬ 
tion the historic American political writings which 
together present our nation's viewpoint on life, libem' 
and the pursuit of happiness- 

If one IS to be selected as the master document^ it 
ought to be that grammar of liberty, The Constitution, 

In it, all the people spoke. With it, they established 
the w^ay to limit both the capital and the jurisdiction 
of any and all government branches, making it possible 
for themselves —and any ocher peoples who emulated 
them “to enjoy free and profitable enterprise 

And so to triumph over an age-old evil 

Since ancient times tyrants had destroyed freedom by 
denying men their livelihood. Families of the Biblical 
world suffered the same tyranny of painful taxation 
that the Colonies denounced* They also Icnew' the bit¬ 
terness of living under prohibitive licensing, which 
made It impossible to engage in certain endeavors 
unless one was delegated by the prince or state Ambi¬ 
tion w^as held in contempt or, when that was not suf¬ 
ficient, judged criminal because excellence was said to 
be inborn and not achievable by common men. 

If this set of doctrines was banned in America—if com¬ 
petition is here considered both fair and needful —it 
is because of The Const!rucion Tliat is the dooiment 
which demonstrated once, and continues to remind, 
that ambition is the natural expression of the morality 
and dignity of all men. 



In congress, July 4. 


e uwttmoi^^ecfaro^tojt cf^ ^riwfv » n ^t* 


W h s n in the Course of human eventSt it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them 
with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature*s God entitle them, a decent respect 
to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare ibo causes which impel them to the separation. We hold these truths to be setf'evident, that all men 

are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. Thai to secure 
these rights. Governments are instituted amongMen, deriving their fust pow errs from the consent of ibegovemed. That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive 
of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish ff, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organising Us powers 
in such form, as to them shall seen most likely to effect their Safely and Happiness, Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments tong established should not be 
changed for light and transient causes: and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed io suffer, while evils are suf/crahle, than to right them¬ 
selves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariable the same Obfect, evinces a design to 
reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security. Such has been 
the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their fenmter Systems of Government, The history of the present 
King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States^ To prove 
this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world. He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for public good. He has forbidden his 

Governors to pass laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation til! his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has 
utterly neglected to attend to them. He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless those people would relinquish 

the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable ia them and formidable (o tyrants only. He has called together legislative bodies at places kw- 

usual, uncomfortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures He has 

dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his on the wights of the people. He has refused for a long lime, after 

such dissolutions, to cause others to he elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their exercise; the 
State remaining in the meantime exposed to ail the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within^ He has endeavoured to prevent the population 

of these States; for that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners^ refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither, and raising the con~ 
dtitons of new Appropriations of Lands^ He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing Judiciary powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on hts Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of their sataries. He has erected a multitude of New 

Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our people, and eat out iheir substance. He has kept among us in times of peace. Standing Armies without 

the Consent of our legislaturesn He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior io the Ciui7 power. He has combined with others to 

subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent io their Acts of pretended Legislation: For quartering large 
bodies of armed troops among us: For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit on the inhabitants of these States; 
For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world: For imposing Taxes Of* us without our Consent; For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury: 
For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended o//effCc?s* For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein an 
Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies; 
For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: For suspending our own Legislatures ar$d 
declaring themselves invested with power to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.. He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of His Protection and 

waging War against He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people,. He is at this ttme Iraws- 

porttng large -Arfuies of foreign Mercenaries to complete the ttcwfcs of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paral¬ 
leled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation^ He has constrained our /g//ou^ Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to 

bear Arms against thetr Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands. He has excited domestic insur* 

reettons amongst us. and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished 
destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions. In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms. Our repeated Petitions have 
been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrants is unfit to be the ruler of a free people Nor 
have We been wanting in attention to our Briitish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction 
over us We have reminded them of the circumstances of our cmigratton and settlement here We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity, and we have con¬ 
jured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been 
deaf to the voice of justice and of consanguinity We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity which denounces our Separation, and bold them, as we hold the rest of 
mankind, Enemies tn in Peace Friends. 

tt'E. THEREFORE, the Representatives of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA, in General Congress, Assembled, appealing to Supreme fudge of the 
world for the rectitude of out intentions, do, tn the Name, and by Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, Thai these United Colonies 
are and of Right ought to be. FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection be- 
between themand the State of Great is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, 

contract Alliances, estahltsh Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which INDEPENDENT States may of right do. AND for the su^^orf of this Declaration, with 
a firm reliance on the protection of DiL'ifte Providence, wc mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Foflunes. and our sacred Honor. 
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The Constitution 



£}/ the Vniicd States^ m Order to form a more perfect Union, esiahiisb Justice^ insure do- 
fnesiic i ranquHityt proviue fof tim. common Itefehcef pl^/htote the general Welfare^ and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain 
and establish this CONSTITUTION for the United States of America^ 



SECTION L All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested rrj a Congress of (be United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Repre¬ 
sentatives* 

SECTION 2, The House of Representatives shall be composed of ^Aembers chosen every secondY ear by the People of the several States, and the Electors in 
each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature* 

No Person shall he a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of tweniy~five Years, and been seven Years a Citiien of the United States* 
and who shall not, when elected, he an Inhabitant of that State i» which be shall be chosen. 

[Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States which may he included within this Union, according to their respective 
Numbers^ which shall he determined hy adding to the whole Number of free Persons, including those bound to Service for a Term of Years* and excluding Indians 
not taxed, three fifths of all other Persons.]. The actual Enumeration shall be made within three Years after the first lAeeiing of the Congress of the United States, 
and wtlbin every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Monner as they shall hy Law direct. The Number of Repteseniaiives shall not exceed one (or every thirty 
Thousand, hut each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such enumeration shall be made, the State of Neu* Hampshire shall be entitled to 
cbuse three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode^lslond and Providence Plantations one, Connecticut five, New-York six. New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware 
one, Maryland six, Virginia ten. North Carolina five. South Carolina five, and Georgia three. 

^ben vacancies happen in Representation from any State, the Executive Auibority thereof shall issue tfrils of Eleclton to fill such Vacancies. 

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and shall have the sole Power of ImpeachmenU 

section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each Slate, chosen by the Legislature thereof^ for six Years; and each 
Senator shall have one Vote. 

Immedtately after they shall he assembled in Consequence of the first Election, they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats 
of the Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third 
Class at the Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one^third may he chosen every second Year; and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, dunng the 
Recess of the Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill 
such Vacancies. 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall 
not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for uhich he shall be chosen. 

The Vice President of the Untied States be President of the Senate, but shall have no Vote^ unless they he equally divided. 

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, tn the absence of the Vice President, or uhen he shall exercise the Office 
of President of the United States, 

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all impeachments, ^hen sitting for that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmatton* When the President of 
the United States is Ined, the Chief Justice shall preside' And no Person shall he convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members preseni. 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor. Trust 
or Profit under the United Slates: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and subject to Indictment, Tnal* Judgment and Punishment, according to 
Law. 

S E CTION 4* The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and Representatives, shall he presented tn each State by the Legislature lhere~ 
of, but the Congress may at any time hy Law make or alter such Regulations* except as to the Place of Chustng Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall he on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint 
a different Day. 

SECTION 5. Each House shail he the Judge of the Elections, Returns and Qualifications of its ottn Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a Quorum 
fo do Business; fcuf a smaller number may adjourn from day to day, and may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, and under 
such Penalties as each House may provide- 

Eacb House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for disorderly Behavior, and, with the Concurrence of tuo^ lhirds\ expel a 

Member. 

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish the same, excepting such Parts as may in their J udgment require Se¬ 
crecy: and the Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the D^sir^ of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the journal. 

Neither House, duririg the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any oiher Place than that 
in which the two Houses shall be sitting 

SECTION 6, The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for their Scrtnces, to be asceripined by Lau; and paid out of the Treasury of the 
United States. They shall m all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, be privileged from Arrest dunng therr Attendance at the Session of 
respccttve Houses, and in going to and returning /rom the same* and far any Speech or Debate m either Hoitse, they shall not he questioned tn any other Plac*'. 

No Senator or Reprrscnfaijve shall, dunng the Time /or which he was elected, he appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States . 
which shall have been created, or the Emoluments uhereof shall have been encreased during such time, and no PcTsort holding any Office urtder the United States, 
shall be a Member of either House dunng his Continuance in Office. 

SECTION 7, AH Bills for raising R evenue shall originate in the House of Representatives; hut the Senate may propose or concur U'tth Amendments as on other 
Bills. 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, shail, before it become a Lau, be presented la the Presidcnl of the 
United States; if he approve he shall sign if. but if not he shall return it, with his Objections to that House tn which it shall have originated, who shali enter the 
Objections at large on their journal, and proceed to reconsider if. If after such Rccansideratton tuo thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be 
sent, together with {he Objections, to the other Hou^f*. by which if shall hkew'ise he reconsidered, and if approved by fuo thirds of that House, it shall become a 
i..au. But m alt such Cases the Votes of both Houses shall he determined by Yeas and l^ays. and the Names of the Persons voting for and against the Btll shall 
be entered on the J ournat of each House rrspecfiueiy. If arty Bill shall not be returned by the Prestdeni within ten ay s (li unday s excepted} after it shail have 
been presented to him, the Same shall he a Lau\ in itke Manner as if he had signed n, unless the Corigrr s s hy thcir Adjoummrnr prevent its Return, tn 
Case it shall not he a Lau. 

Every Order. Resolution, or \7ote to which the Concurrence of the Ornate and House of Representativfe s may he necessary (except on a ijue stian of Ad¬ 
journment) shall hr presented to the President of the United States, and before the Same shali take Effect, shall be approved hy him, ar being di sapprnx ed by him, 
%hail be repas sed hy twx> thirds of the Senate and Hou^f* of R eJ^ resent ati ves, according to (he Rules and Limitations pre s cubed in the (7ase of a BilL 

S F. C T t ON 8 The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, imposts and Excises, to pay (he Debts and provide for the lommon {>f/ence 
and general Wel/are of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be uniform throughout the United Slates; 

To horrxfti money on the credit of the Uritied States, 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nanorts and among (hr ^ri>era! States, and usith the Indian I ribes. 

To esfahiish an uniform Rule of Naiuralizatiort, and uniform i^aus on the subject of Bankruptcies throughout the United States, 

To com Money', regulate the Value thereof, and of foreigrj i\rjin. Jfiii fix the Sfatidard of ''^eights and Men sure s. 

To provide far the P unt shment of countetfei imp the Secoriiie'; and f-urrent Com of the United States: 

To establish Post Offices and post Rocid^i, 

To promote (he Progres s of Sciemre and useful h\ 

^^'rinings and Otsrrj l erie i. 


^erunrjg for limited limes fo Authors and iritentots the e%i Iu sit e Right la their respet in e 



To cortstittilc Tribunals inferior lo the supreme Caurf, 

To define and punish Piracies and Feloritcx committed orj the high Seas, and Of/enses against the Law of Nations; 

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Repnsai, and make Rules concerning Captures on Land and Water; 

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money (o that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years; 

To provide and maintain a Navy; 

To make Rules for the Covemment and Regulation of the land and naval Forces; 

To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress Insurrections and repel Invasions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining the Militia, and for governing such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United 
States, reserving to the States respectively, (he Appointment of the Officers, and the Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed hy 
Congress; 

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District {not exceeding ten Miles square} as may, by Cession of particular States, 
and the acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Covernment of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased hy the Consent 
of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall he, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings; — And 

To make all Laws uhtch shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution 
in the Covemment of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

SECTION 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress 
prior to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a tax or duty may be imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person. 

The privilege of the Wn/ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when in Cases of Rebellion or int^arion the public Safety may requite iL 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall passed. 

No capitation, or other direct. Tax shall be laid, unless in Pfoporfion fo the Census or Enumeraiton herein before directed to be taken* 

No Tax or Duty shall he laid on Arlicles exported from any State, 

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the Por(^ of one State over those of artoiher: nor shall Vessels bound to, or 
from, one State, be obliged to enter, clear, or pay Duties in another. 

No Money shall he drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the Receipts and 
Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to time. 

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding any Office of Profit or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of 
the Congress, accept of any present. Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, Prince, or foreign State. 

SE C T IO N 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty^ Alliance, or Confederation; grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal; com Money; emit Bills of Credit, make 
any Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of Attainder, ex post /^TC^o Lciu; or Lau impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or 
grant any Title of Nobility. 

No Stale shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any imposts or Duties on Imports or Exports, except uhat may be absolutely necessary for ex¬ 
ecuting Its inspection Laws; and the net Produce of all Duties and /mpDrf 5 p laid hy any State on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the 
United States; and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Control of the Congress, 

No Stare shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any duly of Tonnage, keep Troops, or SAip^ of War *ri time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or 
Compact with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay. 



mi 


SECTION 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States of America He shall hold hts Office during the Term of four Years, and, 

together unth the Vice-President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows 

Each Slate shall appoint, m such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Repre¬ 
sentatives to which the State may he entitled in the Congress; hut no Senator or Pepresenfdiii;e, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United 
States, shall be appointee/ an Elector. 

[The Electors shall meet rn li^ieir re^pecfiue Sfatej, and vote by Ballot for tuo persons, of whom one at least shall not be art Inhabitant of the same State 
th themselves. And they shall make a List of alt the Persons voted for, and of the Number of Voles for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and trans¬ 
it sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, tn the Presence of (he 
Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Cerfi/icate^, and the Votes shall then be counted. The Person having the greatest Number of Votes shall be 
the President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors appoinfeei' and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an equal 
Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immeJiate/y chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then from the 
five highest on the List the Said House shall tn like Manner chuse (he President, But in chasing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the Represen¬ 
tation from each State having one Vote; A quorum for this Purpose shall consist of a Member or Members from luo-thirds of (he States, and a Majority of ail the 
States shall be necessary to a Choice* In every Case, after the Choice of the President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be 
the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who hat e equal Votes, the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice-PresidentA 

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on which they shall give their \/ote5, which Day shall he the same throughout 

the United States. ■ n j. f u mi 

So person except a naluraJ bom Citizen, or a Citizen oj the United Stales, at the time o/ the Adoption o/ this Constitution, shall be eligible to the O/ftce 

oi President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office u.ho shall not have aitained to the Age of tbtrty-five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident 

uithin the United States » r, in i l j r\ii l 

In Case of the Removal of (he President from 0//ice, or of hiS Death, Resignation, or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said 0//icep the 

same shall devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Lau,. provide for the Case of Removal, Death. Resignation or Inability, both of the President 

and VffP President, declaring u-hat Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President 

shall he elircicd. 

The Prr 5 ii/erif shall, t^t stated Times, receive for his Sendees, a Compensaiton, which shall neither be encreased nor diminished dunng the Penod for 
ubicb be shall have been elected, and be shall not receive unlhin that Period any other Emolument from the Untied Stales, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the Execution of iii Office, he shall take the follouing Oath or Affirmation: - "I do solemnly suear (or affirm} that I uilt faithfully 
execute the Office of President of the United States, and uill to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United Slates." 

S B C T I O hi 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and fiairy of the United States, and of the lAiltlia of the several States, when called into 
the actual Service of the United States, he may require the Opinion in unting, of the principal Officer tn each of the executive Departments. u;>oa any sub)ect re¬ 
lating to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Pou-er to Grant Reprieves and Pardons for Owenses against the Untied States, except tn Cases 

of impenchTnent 

He shall have Pouer. by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make Treaties, provided tuo-thirds of the Senators present concur; and he 
shall nomtnalc. and by and uith the Adiice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls. Judges of the supreme 
Court, and all other Officers of the United ’states, uhose Appointments are not herein otherwise provided jar. and which shall be established by Law: but the 
Congress may by Lflu vest the Appoinimeni of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, in the President alone, in the Courts of Lau. or in the Heads of De- 

payments , l l n 

The Prtr:cidcnt shaU have Pnticr to fUl Vacancies that ma\ happen during (he Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions uhtch shall expire 

at the End of their next Session- 

SECTION ^ He shali from time to time give to ihe Congress fnformatiori of (he State of the Union, and recommend to their Con*itdefation such Measures as he 
shall fudge nr’cessary and expedient, he may. an exlraardinary (h rastons. cvnt cne both Houses, or either of them, and tn Case of Disagreement hetueen them, 
with Respect to the Time of Adjournment he rnay adtoum them to such Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public Ministers; 
he shall take Care that the I aws he faithfully circuicd. and shall Commission all the Officers o/ the United Stales. 

Sir rr/OM The. President. V'n r President and all cicil Officers of the I riited shall he removed from fjffice on Impeachment for. and Conviction of. 

Treason, Bnbcfy. or other high Crimea and Mt sdemeunor^ 



"v f f T t O N J The judic ial Pou er of ihr United ^Iares, ^hull he tetteJ tn one supreme ( ^ md m \ULh tnfencxr ( oiir/5 as (he ( ongrrss may from frme to 

time ordain and rsrabitih The judges, both of the supreme and in/ertor C ourf^, ^hall hitid dunn;; ..lJ and shaii at stared Times re- 

ceii-e for their Crevices a Cowpensation uhtch shaU nof he dirrnnt-.hrJ during thetr ( irff/nuani r in 'UfKr 




SECTION 2 The judicial Pou^r shall extend to all Cases, in Lau and Equity, arising under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties 
made, or which shall be made, under thetr J^uthority^ — fo all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls;-'^—to all Cases of admiralty and 
mantime Jurisdiction^ —to Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party; —to Controversies between two or more States; —between a State and 
Citizens of another State; —between Citizens of different States; ^between Citizens of the same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and frr- 
fu^^rn a Siatet of the Ciiisens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or SubjectSr 

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other Public Ministers and Consuls, and those tn which a State shall be Party, (he supreme Court shall have original 
Jurisdiction* in all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appellate JunsdicHon, both as to Law and Fact, wtih such Exceptions, and 
under such Regulations as the Congress shall make. 

The trial of all Crimes, except tn Cases of Impeachmerit, shall he by Jury; and ^uch Tnal shall be held in (he State where the said Crimes shall have been 
committed; hut when not committed within any Stale, the Trial shall he at such Place or Places as the Congress may by Lau have directed* 

SECTION 3^ Trpfljron against the United States, shall consist only in leiying M ar against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. 

No Person shall he convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of tuo ^ ttncsse s to thr same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court* 

The Congr ess shall have power to declare the Punishment of Treason, hut no Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except 
during the Life of the Person attainted. 



SECTION ii Full Faith and Credit shall be given tn each State to the public A cts. Records, and judicial Proceedings of every other State* And the Congrrs^ 
may by general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Records and Proceedings shall be proved, and the Effect thereof 

SECTION 2. The Cilizens of each State shall he entitled to all Privileges and Immunities of Citizens in the several States. 

A Person charged in any State with Treason, felony* or other Crime, who shall flee from Justtce^ and he found in another Sfate, shall on demand of the 
executive Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, fo removed to the State having 7 un 5 £/irfiofi of the Crime* 

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, 
he discharged from such S^rvic^ or Li^^Ptir, but shall he delivered up on Claim of the Party to whom such Service or Labour may he due* 

SECTION 3» New States may he admitted by the Congress info this Union; hut no new State shall be formed or erected within the junsdiction of any other State; 
nor any State he formed hy the Junction of two or more States, or parts of SlaieSt without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the 
CongreSSr 

The Congress shall have PoLtirr fo dispose of and make all needful Rules and Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the 
United States; and nof^in^' tn this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any Claims of the United Slates, or of any particular State* 

SECTION 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a Republican Form of Covemmeni, and shall protect each of them against Invasion, 
and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature cannot he convened} against domestic Violence* 



The Congress, whenever tuo~thirds of both Houses shatTdeem it necessary, shall propose Ameridments to this Constitution, of, on the Application of the 
Legislatures of two-thirds of the several States, shall call a Conv^nfiorr for proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall he valid to all Intents and Par* 
poses, as part of ibis Con^fifufioUp when ratified by the i cgislatures of ihree-jourlhs of (he several States, or hy Conventions tn three^fourths thereof, as the one 
or the other Mode of Rcrfi/rca/ion may he proposed by the Congress; Provided that no Amendment which may he made prior to (he ymr One thousand eight huridred 
and eight shall m any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth Section of the first Article; and that no Sftifr, without its Consent, shall he deprived 
of Its equal Suffrage tn the Senate* 



All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this Constitution, shall he as valid against the United States under this Con- 

siitution, as under the Confederation* t i u l j j l 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in Pursuance thereol; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the 

Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Lau of the Land; and the judges in every Stale shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or Laus 

of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding j j i l l i 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and (he Members of the several State Legislatures, and all executive and fudiciai 0//icrr5, both of 

the United States and oj the several Slates, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to support this Consntufion; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a 
Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States, 



The Ratification of the Conventions of nine Stales shaube sufficient for the Establishment of this Constitution betueen the States so ratifying the Same, 


Conienlion by the Unanimous Consent of the Stales present the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand 
seven hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the United Sfolffs of America the Tuelflh tn Witness whereof HV have hereunto subsertbed 

our Names, 
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T h Conv^ntior^s of a number of the Siats!^ having, at the time of their adopting the Constitution, expressed a desire, in order to 
prevent misconstruction or abuse of its powers, that further declaratory and restfictive clauses should be added; And as extending the ground of public confidence in 
the Govemrneni, will best insure the beneficent ends of its institution; 

Resolved, by the SBSATE and HOUSE of REPRESENTATIVES of the UNITED STATES of AMERICA in Congress assembled, 
two thirds of both Houses concurring. That the following Articles be proposed to the Legislatures of th^ several States, as Amendments to the Constitution of the United 
Statesi all, or any of which articles, when ratified hy three fourths of the said Legislatures, to be valid to all intents and purposes, as part of the said Constitution, tdz^ 


Articles in addition to, and Amendment of the Constitution of the United States of America, proposed by Congress, and ratified 
by the Legislatures of the several States, pursuant to the fifth Article of the Original Constitution, 


Article the first 


Article the second ,r,. 

Article the third □. . 

Article the fourth - 

Article the fifth .. 

Article the sixth ...... 

Article the seventh , . 


Article the eighth . 


Article the ninth 


Article the tenth .. 
Article the eleventh 
Article the twelfth 


After the first enumeration required by the first Article of the Constitution, there shall be one Representative for every thirty thousand, until the 
number shall amount to one hundred, after which, the proportion shall he so regulated by Congress, that there shall be not less than one hundred 
Representatives, nor less than one Representative for every forty thousarui persons, until the number of Represeniatives shall amount to two 
hundred, after which, the proportion shall be so regulated by Congress, that there shall not be less than two hundred Representatives, nor more 
than one Representative for ex^ery fifty thousand persons^ [Wof Ratified\ 

No law. varying the compensation for the services of the Senators arui Representatives, shall take effect, until an election of Representatives 
shall have intervened^ [NoJ Ratified] 

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances, 

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right of the people to keep and hear Arms, shall not be infringed. 

No Soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be pre^^ 

scribed by law. 

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, er.d effects, agains( unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be 
violated, and no Warrartts shall issue but upon probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly *scriiu'ng the place to be 
searched, and the persons or thirtgs to be seizes/. 

So person shall be held to ansiver for a capital, or otheruiise infamous crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand fury, except in 
cases arising in the land or Saval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or public danger.' nor shall any person be 
subfect for the same offence to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case, to be a witness againsi 
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; not shall private property be taken for public use without fust 

comp ensiition^ 

la all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein 
the crime shall have bee" committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by taw. and to be informed of the nature and cause 
of the accusation/ to be confronted with the witnesses against htm; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in frJs favor, and to 
have the assistance of counsel for hts defence. 

In suits at common law. where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact, 
tried by a jury, shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the Vnited Stales, than according to the rules of the common law. 

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted. 

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, arc reserved to the Slates respectively, or 

to the people 








Attest, 


CL ^ 


^ ifnitri 






The Monroe Doctrine 

December 2, 1823 


J" ELLOW'CITIZENS of the Senate and House of Repre¬ 
sentatives ... At the proposal of the Russian Imperial 
Government, made through the minister of the Emperor re¬ 
siding here, a full power and instructions have been trans¬ 
mitted to the minister of the United Stales at St. Petersburg 
to arrange by amicable negotiations the respective rights and 
interests of the two nations on the northwest coast of this 
continent. A similar proposal had been made by His Imperial 
Majesty to the government of Great Britain, which has like¬ 
wise been acceded to. The government of the United States 
has been desirous, by this friendly proceeding, of manifesting 
the great value which they have invariably attached to the 
friendship of the Emperor and their solicitude to cultivate 
the best understanding with his government. In the discussions 
to which this interest has given rise and in the arrangements 
by which they may terminate, the occasion has been judged 
proper for asserting, as a principle in which the rights and 
interests of the United Slates are involved, that the American 
continents, by the free and independent condition which they 
have assumed and maintain, are henceforth not to be con¬ 
sidered as subjects for future colonization by any European 
pow'ers .... 

It was stated at the commencement of the last scs.sion 
that a great effort was then making in Spain and Portugal 
to improve the condition of the people of those countries, and 
that it appeared to be conducted with extraordinary modera¬ 
tion. It need scarcely be remarked that the result has been 
so far very different from what was then anticipated. 

Of events in that quarter of the globe, with which we 
have so much intercourse and from which we derive our 
origin, we have alway.s been anxious and interested spectators. 
The citizens of the United States chen-^h sentiments the most 
friendly in favor of the liberty and hap[)iness of their fellow- 
men on that side of the Atlantic In the var*; of the European 
powers in matters relating to themselves we have never taken 
any part, nor does it comport with our policy so to do. It is 
only when our rights are invaded or seriously menaced that 
we resent injuries or make preiiaration for our defense. 

With the movements m this hemisphere wr are of neces¬ 
sity more immediately connected, and b) causes winch must 
be obvious to all enlighlcnetl and impartial observers. The 
political .system of the allied powers is essentially different 
in this respect from that of America. This difference proceeds 
from that which exists in their respective governments; and 
to the defense of our own, which has been arhievcH by the 
loss of so much blood and treasure, and matured hy the 
wisdom of their most enlightened citizens, and under which 
we liave enjoyed unexamplerl felicity, llii.i whole nation is 
devoted. 

Wc owe it. therefore, to candor and to the amicable re¬ 


lations existing between the United Stales and those powers 
to declare that wc should consider any attempt on their part 
to extend their system to any portion of this hemisphere as 
dangerous to our fieace and safety. With the existing colonies 
or dependencies of any European power we have not inter¬ 
fered and shall not interfere. But with the governments who 
have declared their independence and maintained it, and 
whose independence wc have, on great consideration and on 
just principles, acknowledged, we could not view any inter¬ 
position for the purpose of oppressing them, or controlling 
in any other manner their destiny, by any European power 
in any other light than as the manifestation of an unfriendly 
disposition toward the United States. In the war between these 
new governments and Spain wc declared our neutrality at 
the time of their recognition, and to this we have adhered, 
and shall continue to adhere, piovided no change shall occur 
which, in the judgement of the competent authorities of this 
government, shall make a corresponding change on the part 
of the United Stales indispensable to their security. 

The late events in Spain and Portugal show that Europe 
is still unsettled. Of this important fact no stronger proof can 
be adduced than that the allied powers should have thought 
it proper, on any principle satisfactory to themselves, to have 
interposed by force in the internal concerns of Spain. To 
what extent such interpositions may be carried, on the same 
principle, is a question in which all independent powers 
v-'hose governments differ from theirs are interested, even 
those most remote, and surely none more so than the United 
States, Our policy in regard to Europe, which was adopted 
at an early stage of the wars which have .so long agitated that 
quarter of the globe, nevertheless remains the same, which is, 
not to interfere in the internal concerns of any of its powers; 
to consider the government de facto as the legitimate govern¬ 
ment for u.s; to cultivate friendly relations with it, and to 
preserve those relations by a frank, firm, and manly policy, 
meeting in all instances the jusi claims of every power, 
submitting to injuries from none. 

But in regard to these fthc .American) continents cir¬ 
cumstances are eminently and conspicuously different. It is 
impossible that the allied powers should extend their political 
sy.stem to any portion of either continent without endangering 
our peace and liappiness; nor can anyone believe that our 
southern brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of 
their own accord. It is equally imftossiblc, therefore, that v\’e 
.should behold such inlerposilions in any form with indiffer¬ 
ence. If we look to the comparative strength and resources 
of Spain and those new governments, and their di.slanre from 
each other, it must be obvious that she can never subdue them. 
It is still the true policy of the United States to leave the 
[larties to themselves, in the hope that other powers will 
fiursup the same course .... 











The Address 

November 19, 1863 


Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth on this continent, 
a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men 
are created equal. 


Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation or any 
nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great 
battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a 
final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. 
It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this. 

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate — we can not consecrate — we 
can not hallow — this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled 
here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world 
will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what 
they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished 
work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather 
for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us — that from 
these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave 
the last full measure of devotion — that we here highly resolve that these dead 
shall not have died in vain — that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth 
of freedom — and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, 
shall not perish from the earth. 









THE STAR-SPANGLED BANNER 


O! SAY; can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming: 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars through the perilous fight, 
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming, 
And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air, 

Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there; 

O! say, does that Star-spangled Banner still wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

On the shore, dimly seen through the mist of the deep, 

Where the foe’s haughty host in dread silence reposes, 

What is that which the breeze, o’er the towering steep, 

As it fitfully blows, half conceals, half discloses? 

Now it catches the gleam of the morning’s first beam— 

In full glory reflected, now shines on the stream; 

’Tis the Star-spangled Banner, O! long may it wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

And where is the band who so vauntingly swore 
That the havoc of war and the battle’s confusion 
A home and a country would leave us no more? 

Their blood has washed out their foul footsteps’ pollution. 
No refuge could save the hireling and slave. 

From the terror of flight or the gloom of the grave! 

And the Star-spangled Banner in triumph doth wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 

O! thus be it ever when freemen shall stand 

Between their loved homes and the foe’s desolation; 

Bless’d with victory and peace, may our Heaven-rescued land 
Praise the Power that hath made and preserved us a nation. 
Then conquer we must, for our cause it is )ust— 

And this be our motto—"In God is our trust!’’ 

And the Star-spangled Banner in triumph shall wave 
O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave. 


Fra NY IS SroTT Key 







THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

' I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United 
States of America and to the Republic for which 
it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with 
Liberty and Justice for all. ” 
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THE AMERICAN WAY OF LIFE 


POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC RIGHTS 

WHICH PROTECT THE DICMTY AhD 
FREEDOM OF THE INDIVIDUAL 


* RIGHT TO WORSHIP GOD IN 
ONE'S OWN WAY 

* RIGHT TO FREE SPEECH AND 
PRESS. 

* RIGHT TO PEACEABLY ASSEMBLE 

* RIGHT TO PETITION FOR 
REDRESS OF GRIEVANCES 

* RIGHT TO PRIVACY IN OUR 
HOMES 

* RIGHT OF HABEAS CORPUS 
-NO EXCESSIVE BAIL 

* RIGHT TO TRIAL BY JURY- 
INNOCENT UNTIL PROVED 
GUILTY 

* RIGHT TO MOVE ABOUT 
FREELY AT HOME AND 
ABROAD 

. RIGHT TO OWN PRIVATE 
PROPERTY 

. RIGHT TO FREE ELECTONS 
AND PERSONAL SECRET 
BALLOT 


* RIGHT TO WORK IN 
CALLINGS AND LOCALITIES 
OF OUR CHOiCi 

* RIGHT TO BARGAIN WITH 
OUR EMPLOYERS AND 
EMPLOYEES 

. RIGHT TO GO INTO 
BUSINESS, CONLPETE, 

AAAKE A PROFIT 

* RIGHT TO BARGAIN FOR 
GOODS AND SERVICES IN 
A FREE MARKET 

* RIGHT TO CONTRAa ABOL/T 
OUR AFFAIRS 

* RIGHT TO THE SERVICE OF 
GOVERNMENT AS A 
PROTEaOR AND REFEREE 

* RIGHT TO FREEDOM FROM 
ARBITRARY GOVERNMENT 
REGULATION AND CONTROL 


CONSTITUTIONAL GOVERNMENT 

DESICruED TO SERVE THE PEOPLE 






















